To Protect and to Heal
Safe Environment for
Grades 7 and 8

Weare reated i the image of God

Human life is sacred because from its
beginning it involves the creative action
of God and it remains for ever in a
special relationship with the Creator,
who is its sole end. CCC 2258

Each person has dignity and must be
treated with respect. We show respect
for each other in our language,
behavior, and interactions with each
other. Our respect includes the right to
privacy for our own bodies.

Make a list of ways we show respect
for each other in our families and in
school.

The Archdiocese of New Orleans
will ensure that children and youth
who WOI’SlliP, stucly, and
participate in activities sponsore(l
I)y the Archdiocese can do so in
the safest and most secure setting
possi]ale.

What constitutes child abuse,
including sexual abuse?

Sexual Abuse: includes sexual
molestation or sexual exploitation of a
minor and other behavior by which an
adult uses a minor as an object of sexual
gratification.

Other Physical Abuse: the infliction
or attempted infliction of physical injury
or, as a result of inadequate supervision,
the allowance of physical injury to a
minor.

Neglect: The refusal or willful failure
by a caretaker to provide for a minor the
proper or necessary medical care,
nutrition, or other care necessary for a
minor's well-being.

s
’\

\\

\\\//



Human Life is Sacred

Directions: Unscramble each of the clues. Copy the
letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the
same number. (See page 4)
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(Students can work in groups to complete the word puzzle.
You may want to give them a word bank.)

Write examples of the following and discuss
them with your class and family.

Disrespectful Language:

Disrespectful Actions:

How do we avoid persons
who do not have respect
for themselves and others?

What are some appropriate types of

artections

Fat on the shoulder or back
Hand -shakes

High-ives” and hand siapping
Verbal praise
Arms around shoulders
Kneeling or bending down for hugs
with small children

Fat on the head when culturally
appropriate
V' Holding hands during prayer
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Our bodlies are sacred and we have a right
to protect them. If you ever feel
uncomfortable with the actions of others
toward you, tell a trusted adult.

What are some tpes of

inappropriate behavior?

= Inappropriate or lengitly embraces

= Kisses on the mouth

= Jouching buttocks, chest or genital
areas

= Showing affection in isolated areas
such as bedroorns, closets, “stalt-
only” areas

*  Adults sleeping in bed with a
minor

= Any form of unwanted touch
ncluding tickling or wrestiing

= Pgqyback rides

" Any ype of massage givern by an
aault to a minor

*  Any ype of massage givern by a
minor to an aault

v Compliments that relate to
physique or body development

Children of all races and
ethnicities experience

neglect and physical abuse.




Girls are four If I am afraid of someone,
times more I will run and get help.
likely than boys ¢ {
to experience ln“"
sexual abuse. .
7

Sexual abuse usually takes place in secret How can | prolect myself.

and is kept secret because the abuser fears .

discovery. Sexual abuse is often more Trust my own feelings

difficult for a child to acknowledge than o Know what my values are, what

physical or emotional abuse, and the sexually my goals are

abgsed child may feel more isolated. o Be assertive

Children often blame themselves for the Leave a situation if T am

abuse; therefore, it is important to reassure avea ario a

the child that he or she is not responsible. uncomfortable

The adult, not the child, is responsible for o Don't walk alone, especially at

violating boundaries that the child could not night

maintain alone. (Walking in the Light: A Pastoral

Response to Child Sexual Abuse) o Avoid a situation if it appears it

may be dangerous

A child who is abused \What should | do if | or someone |
it not responsible for know has been abused?
the abuse.

Talk about it with a trusted adult
Get professional help if you need it

WHO ARE THREE ADULTS 1 If a friend says he/she has been
CAN GO TO IF SOMETHING abused, don’t promise not to tell
If WRONG? 1 CAN TALK TO anyone

THEM AND THEY ARE HERE
TO HELP ME WITH

ANYTHING, WHENEVER 1 Using CCC 2258, write a prayer

NEED THEM. asking God to keep you and all
students safe from child abuse
1 and neglect.
2.
3.




Archdiocese of New Orleans
Victims’ Assistance Coordinator

Sr. Carmelita Centanni, M.S.C., Ph.D
7887 Walmsley Avenue

New Orleans, Louisiana 70125-3496
(504) 861 - 6253

Sex Abuse Hot Line (504) 522 - 5019

CHILD PROTECTION TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Jefferson (East) 504 - 736 - 7033
Jefferson (West) 504 - 361 - 6083
Orleans 504 - 680 - 9000
504 - 630 - 9001
Plaquemines 504 - 393 - 5618
St. Bernard 504 - 278 - 7382
St. Charles 985 - 652 - 2938
St. John 985 - 652 - 2938
St. Tammany 985 - 893 - 6225
Washington 985 - 732 - 6800
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